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Christmas Eve, 2007
Text:  Luke 2:7-12
Theme:  Through the womb, through the tomb,

Entering our life and giving us His
Preached:  December 24, 2007 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

How well do you know the Christmas story? Let me read a few phrases from Luke’s Gospel, and you fill in the blanks. (Say the words out loud.) “Wrapped him in _______ and placed him in a ________.” (The congregation will say, “Wrapped him in swaddling clothes or cloths and placed him in a manger.”) You’re right—sort of. Only I wasn’t reading those words from the Christmas story in Luke 2. I was reading from the end of Luke’s Gospel, from his account of Jesus’ burial and resurrection. You want to hear how it goes there?  “Wrapped him in linen cloth and placed him in a tomb” (Luke 23:53).
It seems clear from the way Luke recorded the accounts of Jesus’ birth and of his burial and resurrection, that he noticed parallels in these two crucial times in the life of the Savior. I mean think about the parallels once:

· Jesus began life on this earth by emerging from the dark, enclosed place of Mary’s womb—He began eternal life for all of us by emerging from the dark cave of the tomb.

· At His birth they wrapped Him in strips of cloth (swaddling clothes)—at His death they wrapped His body in strips of cloth like a mummy.

· Angels announced both His birth and His resurrection.

· In both cases the angels said almost the same thing: “Don’t be afraid. I have good news for you . . .”

· The people the angels appeared to were in both incidents lowly people—at His birth shepherds, at His resurrection a group of humble women.
· In both accounts something shocking and ironic happened. God’s Son was born in an animal shelter. And tombs–dead people go into tombs; they don’t come out of them.
But what intrigued me most as I meditated this Advent on these two crucial events is how interlocking they are in the concept of how Jesus entered into our life and how He opened up the possibility for us to enter His life—eternal life. 

You see, His conception and birth were a beginning for Him. Even though He had existed forever, from eternity, as God, as a Spirit, at a certain point in time and in a specific place on earth, He who was infinite, who could not be contained, let Himself begin a finite existence, in a body inside the womb of the virgin Mary. He entered our life, became one of us, became our substitute. This was an incredibly important event for us. That God should become one of us. What a privilege! What an ennobling event for the human race!

And what a loving act! He certainly stood to gain nothing from what He did. To give up heaven in order to live on earth with all its problems—it was humiliating for Him. To set aside the full use of His glory to be born in a cattle stall! It was the most unselfish act the world has ever witnessed. And all for us, who absolutely did not deserve it. 

But it was His way (the only way) of rescuing for His creatures the life He intended us to have from the beginning. It was His way of bringing us into the circle that is His life.
Do you see this? [Display a large ring.] Do you know what the circle (or the ring) has always been a symbol of? From ancient times the circle has always been a symbol for eternity. It’s a picture of the infinite. It has no beginning and no end. There’s no starting point on a ring. And your eye can look around it and never stop going around because there is no stopping point on a ring either. This ring is a good picture of Jesus’ life. His life is an eternal life. He had no beginning, and He will have no end. This is the kind of life that God intended from the beginning. When He created Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, He made them so that they would live forever. But something happened. Adam and Eve broke the ring of life. They disobeyed God—an act that God said would bring death upon them. They broke the perfect life they had, and now it had an end. [Display another ring that is open because it’s the type of ring with a hinge so that you can open it up.] They took life that was supposed to be “forever life,” and they made it into a short life that was filled with peaks and valleys and that ended in a drop-off point—that ended in hell.
But God was not about to abandon us, the children of Adam and Eve. To restore the circle of our life, He had to enter our life. [Open the first ring.] He had to enter our life. There had to be a pick up point. [Point to one end of the opened ring.] And He had to expose Himself to the possibility of an end of life. [Point to the other end.] By doing that, He entwined Himself with us—with our existence. [Hook the two rings together.] He became identified with us. And then He fixed what was broken. He took the broken life and restored its eternal perfection. Though He came to an end physically speaking [clap the first ring shut], he came back from death and restored (in the human realm) life to be the way He intended it from the beginning. He entered our life so that we could enter His life. [Snap the other ring shut and let it hang from the first ring.] 
This is what Jesus did for us. He restored life to its eternal purpose.
We fear ends. If something comes to an end in our lives, we are fearful about what comes next. A disruption always brings change, and change is scary. There’s something comforting and calming when things go on uninterrupted. A long, flowing river is much more soothing than a volcano. Jesus went through the volcano for us. He was spit out on  the eruption of God’s hot anger over our sins. He entered into the fearful state of death. But He didn’t stay in it. He went through it. For Him it was a gate. And on the other side of it, He emerged back into the life He had always known before. He emerged back into the life of infiniteness, into the life of unending glory, into eternal life. 
And so life takes on a whole new meaning for us. It’s now no longer a short existence. It’s no longer a time of panic where we have to rush around trying to get as much pleasure in as we can because we’re afraid that we’ll soon grow old, that death is going to end it all. We no longer view the sufferings of the world as an overwhelming thing. We know that suffering is only a temporary thing that we go through as Jesus went through the tomb. He didn’t stop there and stay there. His sufferings came to an end. And so will ours. So we live based on the everlasting life. It’s the things that lie beyond that matter. Our attitudes are not determined by the frustrations of the moment. But our mindset is determined by the unending bliss that we will experience when we’re at the Savior’s side. We live knowing that He is very close to us. He has entered into our very skin. And that gives us goose bumps. Because if He’s been here in this life, then we’re going to be there in His life. May you live this next year in the life of Jesus Christ. He’s entered your life. He’s been through the womb just like you. And He’s gone through the tomb too, just like you will. Live, eternally linked with Him.  Amen.
